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I hope all are doing well. At the time of 
writing this article, many of the COVID-19 
pandemic restrictions are starting to ease, 
and there is hope for an in-person AZM 
for Zone H. That being said, Hopefully in 
early August, I will be able to confirm if the 
in-person AZM or a Hybrid version of online 
voting prior to meeting and an in-person 
event. 

Just a reminder that any submissions 
for the AZM, such as resolutions or 
recommendations, Leader awards , and 
nominations for Zone Director , must be 
submitted by August 9! 

More info to follow when available.
As I have said in previous columns, I asked 

for input from the zone members in the 
form of articles as to the goings-on with the 
members in the Zone.

This article below was submitted by Allan 
MacMillan, from the PDQ Flyers,

PARKSVILLE DISTRICT QUALICUM 
FLYERS COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

“In a normal year, PDQ Flyers would visit 
a number of local seniors’ homes to support 

residents, and we would also put on a mini-
airshow complete with hot dogs, chips, and 
pop drinks.

“The Coronavirus put a stop to that, but 
another opportunity to get involved with 
the community came about when the club 
was contacted by Carl Savage, a physics 
and astronomy teacher from Ballenas High 
School in Parksville.  

“As a physics project, one of his Grade 
12 cohorts of five students had developed 
an instrument for measuring atmospheric 
methane, and they needed a way to get it 
into the atmosphere, which is where the 
club came in.  

“For context, the students were asked to 
develop their own project, not one assigned 
by the school, and the objective was to 
develop a range of skills from problem 
definition and solving to working as a team. 

“Our club president and vice-president 
met with the group to discuss how the club 
could help and how to approach lifting what 
turned out to be quite a bulky package to 
400 feet. It quickly became apparent that 
the only way to do this and avoid interfering 
with the operation of the methane sensor 
was to use an electric glider, and that the 
instrument had to be miniaturized if it was 
to fit into a Radian.  

“At our second meeting, the students 
had shrunk the package to the point where, 

without a bulky housing, the Radian could 
carry the instrument internally, with sensors 
taped to the outside of the fuselage.  

“This led to a third meeting where a trial 
fit for the gear was carried out successfully 
and arrangements were made to meet at 
the club field to put the plan into action.  

“At the same time as the gear was being 
fitted, flight training for the group was 
being carried out in the school gymnasium.  
Several very small, very light foam board 
models were provided by the club for the 
students to try flying.  Mayhem ensued, but 
in a very good way, and by the end of the 
evening, at least two of the students could 
fly circles, with the girls doing better than 
the boys by quite a margin.

“Fortunately, the evening chosen for the 
proving flight(s) was calm.  The Chief Flying 
Instructor undertook a test flight of the 
glider without the instrument package, and 
promptly crashed it beyond retrieval!  Panic 
ensued, but, as it turned out, this was a 
fortuitous event which actually fitted very 
well with the objectives of problem analysis 
and solution development. 

“There was another, much smaller 
glider available, and the students set 
about modifying both that glider and their 
equipment to fit into a tighter space. The 
glider ended up with sensors and batteries 
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Teacher Carl Savage looks on as the students make adjustments to the equipment. Photo by Jim Harris, PDQ Flyers Secretary


