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SOUTH WEST BRITISH COLUMBIA (H)
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| recently donated some of the Minnow
and Sparrow kits, similar to the old snap-
together balsa kits, to the Scouts and Cubs
organization of Nanaimo. In return, | just
asked from the group some photos and an
article of the Cubs assembling and enjoying
them. And here that is!

CUBS AND SPARROWS
by John Patterson

"I have been a full-scale glider pilot and
a member of PDQ fliers for years, and my
9-year old son Max is a junior member.

"| was fascinated by the story in Model
Aviation Canada magazine about Lloyd
Shales and the balsa model kits he created
and distributed to youth to spark an
interest. As my partner is a scout leader
with First Departure Bay SeaScouts in
Nanaimo, B.C., we figured this was a great
way to get Max’s cub scout troop interested
in airplanes.

"MAAC was kind enough to donate
enough Sparrow and Minnow kits for every
cub to get his own. With meetings held
outdoors (due to COVID-19), the rubber
band-launched Sparrow glider kits were
perfect for our needs. On the evening of
the meeting, we had perfect weather, warm
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and dead calm.

"I stationed myself in our field and

: repeatedly launched the Sparrow | had

: assembled. It flew great, shot up to 50’ and
. then lazily turned 30’ circles on descent.

: Kids arrived and ran up asking for a turn,
some even asked if they could have it when
. | was done, so when | told them | was there
with parts for everyone to build their own

. to keep, all their eyes lit up! | had made up
: jigs to set the wing polyhedral, and we set

: up a couple of stations with hot glue guns

. for assembling the planes.

"The cubs learned about the basic parts

: of an airplane and about the all-important

: issue of centre of gravity and balance. They
. learned about removing hot glue (even

© from balsa) with rubbing alcohol, a bit

© about repairing model airplanes and about

: perseverance.

© "And, on a few occasions as skills were

© built, a balanced Sparrow was shot up and

: flew for a moment above the laughing

© running kids, and the cubs got to see that an
© object they had assembled could fly."

| MAAC AGM

The MAAC AGM was held online

© May 2 2021, and the format shows a lot

i more member participation . Due to the

© uncertainty of the COVID-1g restrictions,
Cltis looking more and more like the MAAC
© Zone H Annual Zone Meeting (AZM) will be
. held online , details to follow if that is the
case. %
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